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placed before one, being surrounded by other (persum-
ably hungry) creatures, and quoted""" from Smddha and
other Mantras to show that elemental spirits, Yaksha^,
Rakshasas^ etc., were found everywhere.

Somasundaraswami, a disciple of Maharshi, left him
for a time, and was wavering in his mind as to whom he
"was to go for further guidance. So one night he waited for
Seshadri at the temple. As soon as he came he looked
at Somasundara, read his thoughts, and asked him to " go
to Ramana " ; and "when Somasundara still hesitated and
waited, Seshadri said more emphatically still, (< Go, go,
go to Ramana. Do not stop here." So Somasundara
started off immediately and went up to Ramanaswami in
the dead of night.

A Sastri of Chidambaram, who was often visiting
Maharshi and serving in the Asram, was one night at the
above temple. To assist his spiritual soarings, he occa-
sionally resorted to the use of the intoxicant drug ganja
(cannabis indica). Unfortunately on this occasion, the
drug used -had evidently not been purified. Poor Sastri
was therefore distressed to find that instead of making
him spiritual, the drug had made him more carnal^ for
carnal thoughts now flooded his brain. Not knowing
what to do, he went and prostrated before Seshadri who
at once saw how matters stood, and remarked : lt I told
you already not to use this drugy yet you have used it."
Now Seshadri had never given him that advice, but
Maharshi had. So Sastri discovered that Seshadri was
identifying himself with Maharshi.
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